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e A short title: Church Relics in Central Asia and China: A Survey

e A concise statement (650 words):

The presence of Christianity, predominantly of the Syriac tradition, in Central Asia and China is
widely documented by literary and epigraphic sources. The archaeological finds of churches and
monasteries between today's Turkmenistan and China, through Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Kazakhstan, are relatively numerous, and recently new discoveries have provided surprising material
evidence that illuminates and enriches the information in written sources. After a catalogue of known
sites, the contribution will deal with some recently explored sites of particular relevance.
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La presenza del cristianesimo, prevalentemente di tradizione siriaca, in Asia Centrale e in Cina ¢
ampiamente documentata da fonti letterarie ed epigrafiche. I ritrovamenti archeologici di chiese e
monasteri tra 1’odierno Turkmenistan alla Cina, attraverso Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan e Kazakhstan,
sono relativamente numerosi, e recentemente nuove scoperte hanno fornito sorprendenti riscontri
materiali che illuminano e arricchiscono le notizie delle fonti scritte. Dopo un catalogo dei siti noti,
il contributo trattera di alcuni siti di particolare rilevanza esplorati di recente.

Parole chiave: Tradizione Siriaca; Asia Centrale; Cina; Fonti letterarie; Fonti epigrafiche;
Turkmenistan

e Names and affiliations of proposed contributors as well as the title of their papers (from three
to six papers).
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